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Elba FFA Chapter Created to Support Leadership Development
Students of Elba have a new and exciting educational opportunity - Agriculture.
Students can now enroll in courses involving animal sciences, plant sciences, food
science and the natural resources to name a few. Agriculture students also become
members of the largest student-run organization in the United States, the FFA.
Known nationally for its strong roots in production agriculture, the FFA has
expanded its emphasis to reflect the organizations direct connection to careers in
agriculture, science, medicine and business. Recently, the Elba Central School
Board of Education approved the organization to be recognized through the
district, and therefore students are now officially enrolled in agriculture classes
and have become official FFA members. Such membership now affords students
the opportunity to develop their leadership qualities through participation in local,
state, and national career development events and conferences. The agriculture
program and the FFA chapter will now play an important role in the development of leadership skills that are essential to the
growth of the successful student and career success as they graduate from high school.
At the recent board meeting Amelia Brewer, the newly selected Elba FFA Chapter President stated the following, “Joining FFA
really opened a door for me (attended Oakfield-Alabama FFA the previous year). I never realized all of the opportunities it
brought. I was able to participate in competitions, meet new people and develop my leadership skills. Now having our own
chapter, I would like to show students all of the possibilities that FFA can offer them. I am very excited to get our FFA chapter off
to a great start and help it grow and develop.”
The new FFA chapter and agriculture program are actively engaged in the local community and are strongly supported by
members of the local agricultural community.

SECTION V CHAMPIONS
Congratulations to o u r OAE 8 Man Football team for
completing another undefeated
season. The team won their second
sectional championship at St. John
Fisher against Maple Grove of
Section VI 60-34. Congratulations
to our own Colton Dillon for being
named Offensive Player of the Year
and Coach Cintorino for being
recognized as the Coach of the
Year. Collectively, the team will
graduate thirteen seniors and will
have a busy off season.

Thank you Mrs. Cusmano
On December 20, 2019, Mrs. Karen Cusmano will finish her last day in Elba as a Physical Education Teacher
and Athletic Director. She has worked over thirty years in Elba and she will be sorely missed by the school,
community and region for her leadership within Section V athletics. Mrs. Cusmano "Coach Cus" has grown up
in the Elba community and has been dedicated to each role she has served during her tenure. She has truly been
a role model for the youth and impacted countless student athletes. Karen coached softball, volleyball and
basketball and had success in every area. We will miss Karen's passion for teaching, coaching and commitment
to the Elba Central School District.
On behalf of the faculty, staff and Board of Education, we wish Karen well in her future endeavors.

Elba Central School
Superintendent—Ned Dale
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Where did the fall go? I have thoroughly enjoyed being a part of the opening of school here in Elba. As I
approach my one-year anniversary, I cannot begin to say how much I enjoy being Superintendent of such an
incredible district with supportive students, parents and staff. I wanted to take a moment to thank our Board
of Education for all that they do to support our students and staff. School Board Appreciation week was in
late October, but we were able recognize them at the November meeting for their service and dedication to the
Elba community.
Instructionally, Ms. Bush and Mrs. Rosales are doing a fantastic job leading their faculty to meet several lofty
goals this year. Both the principals are working with their staff on solidifying their curriculum, engaging students within the learning
process and using technology to support and enrich the learning. The elementary staff is focusing on the new Next Generation standards
that have changed in multiple areas. Their work with literacy will benefit all of our students. The new Agriculture program is just
starting out and we now have our own Future Farmers of America chapter. We have been visiting other agriculture programs so that we
can see the types of space, equipment and other needs that could be a part of ours in the future. We will develop a vision and have some
needs that will allow us to build a quality program that supports our students’ needs.
Based on the community approval of the Preservation Project in May, we have submitted final approval request from the New
York State Education Department. We hope to hear back by the first of the year with a goal of awarding bids and starting some of the
construction projects as early as April 1st. As you may recall, we will be replacing a good portion of our roof, many floors and windows
throughout the building, as well as renovating the bathrooms in the K-4 wing. I anticipate a heavy amount of construction next summer
and into the early fall. It is unclear on whether or not we will be able to do our traditional Open House in August/September. We will
certainly keep you up to date on the project.
When I came to Elba one of my top priorities was to communicate what was happening in our schools and district. I want to
seek your feedback and see if there are additional items that you would like to learn about, or other ways that we can communicate. As
we enter the winter months, we will start the budgeting process for next year. Thank you for all of your support. Please feel free to
contact me with any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

Ned Dale
Superintendent
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JSHS PRINCIPAL—Gretchen Rosales
Dear Parents and Guardians;
As we finish up the first ten weeks of the marking period, I can't help but wonder where the first part of
the year has gone! It has been very rewarding to see the students settle into their learning and start to achieve
their academic and extracurricular goals.
We celebrated an incredible Homecoming week in October. I was so pleased to see the number of
students participating in the daily activities. From dress-up days, to chalk drawings; from hall decorating to the
pep rally games, we had some very enthusiastic Lancers. The excitement was contagious! One thing is for sure:
our small school is big on their Elba spirit. I would like to extend a special thank you to the Student Council advisors, the class
advisors, and the coaches for all of the extra time they put into providing opportunities for students to get involved.
We have other great activities on the horizon. The Lion King Jr. cast and crew will soon be ready to begin practicing for their
March 27th and 28th performances. Winter sports are starting and our LEGO robotics teams are wrapping up their competitions. We
have so many clubs and other extracurricular activities for students to join; it’s hard not to find a way to be involved in our school.
Instructionally, we continue to make strides. All teachers are engaged in curriculum development on Tuesday afternoons,
along with solid professional development. We are constantly looking for innovative and engaging ways to teach the students. I have
thoroughly enjoyed visiting classrooms and chatting with students about what they are learning. One of my favorite conversations was
with a young man who said excitedly, “I can’t pick a favorite class - I love them all!” That is encouraging!
We have also placed students needing additional support or reinforcement in labs and AIS classes. You would have received
a letter about this if your child receives additional support. This is one way that we can offer extra time to re-teach lessons and
reinforce skills, as well as prepare for January Regents exams. The fact that we can offer such an individualized approach to learning
for all students is why Elba is such a great school.
Finally, as the holiday season approaches, I want to take the time to wish you all a special time with your family and
friends. Take some time during this season to rest and recharge with your loved ones. Enjoy the festivities and celebrate what you are
thankful for. I know that one of my biggest blessings is the opportunity to serve as the Jr. Sr. High principal.
Sincerely yours,

Gretchen Rosales
JSHS Principal

Order your 2019-20 Yearbook today.
Elementary yearbooks are only $15.
High School yearbooks are just $35 now through the
end of 2019.
Order your yearbook today at www.elbacsd.org
or students can order with cash or check from
Mr. DeMare or Mrs. Ellingham.

Elba Central School
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL— Carol Bush
November 2019
Dear Parents,
It is hard to believe that it’s already November and that December is just around the corner. It is
a wonderful time to give thanks for the many blessings we have in our lives. I am certainly
thankful for the many blessings in my life, including working with the amazing children, parents,
teachers, and staff at Elba Elementary School.
Our school year is off to a great start! The first quarter has come and gone and we will be holding our parent/teacher
conferences next week. This year, students in grades 4- 6 will be holding student-led conferences again. Student-led
conferences are much different than the traditional parent/teacher conferences where the teacher does most of the
talking and the parent does the listening. Instead, students take an active role in the conferences. They will explain
their academic progress, report on assessment data when appropriate, and articulate their goals for the year. This is
extremely important because it teaches our students to take ownership of their learning and be responsible for their
school work. We are very excited to provide this opportunity to our students and parents. We welcome your feedback
on the process!
As we move into the second quarter, Elba Elementary will continue to explore the Next Generation Learning
Standards for ELA and math. These standards will replace the Common Core Learning Standards and will be
implemented in the 2020-2021 school year. As a result, teachers have been busy deconstructing the standards to
identify the content and skills embedded within each standard and to determine how their curriculum and classroom
instruction will be affected. So far, their work has been impeccable.
With each day that passes, I continue to be amazed by the dedication and commitment of our ECS faculty and school
community. Everyone is truly invested in the academic, social, and emotional well-being of our children and strives to
provide them with the very best learning experience possible. Thank you! I feel truly blessed to be working with all of
you. Enjoy your holiday season.
Sincerely,

Upcoming Events from Elba’s B.E.S.T.

Carol H. Bush

Santa’s Secret Workshop
December 12th & 13th

Elementary Principal

Daddy/Daughter Dance
February 7th @ 6:00 pm
in the Cafeteria
Sponsored by Elba’s B.E.S.T.

ATTENTION ELEMENTARY PARENTS!
Safety is one of our top priorities at Elba Elementary School. With the buses being parked on campus, UPK students starting at
7:40 this year, and the construction projects taking place, there is additional congestion in the back parking lot by the elementary
entrance. Please be careful!!!
Also, when dropping off your children in the elementary loop, please be sure they are getting out of the right-hand side of
the car and walking on the sidewalk. If ther e is no sidewalk, they should not be getting out of the car yet. We have
noticed some unsafe practices with students cutting across the parking lot and driveway in front of moving cars. We want everyone to be safe so we avoid any accidents and/or injuries.
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PBIS Program at Elba Elementary School
If you ask any Elba Central School student in Pre-Kindergarten through sixth grade what is a “Lancer Leader”? They are quick to
respond that, “Lancer Leaders are respectful, responsible and safe.” This is the motto that came about as we incorporated Positive
Behavior Interventions & Supports (PBIS) system in our Elementary school to improve school safety and promote positive
behavior. The PBIS system also helps staff and faculty to decide how to handle a student’s misbehavior.
The basis of PBIS is that we teach behavior to our students just as we would teach any other subject—like reading or math. PBIS
recognizes that kids can only meet behavior expectations if they know what those expectations are. School-wide behavioral
expectations were adopted and defined in all school settings. We have adopted: Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Safe as our
expectations. Mrs. Kohlstaedt and Mrs. Carlie taught all the students these expectations last year and reinforced them again this
year with a lesson to each class. The expectations were defined clearly and signs were placed in all settings as reminders to
students.
In addition we are excited to announce that we have recently added PBIS Rewards program to our PBIS program. This program
will help to increase positive behaviors and decrease referrals to the office. A letter was sent home with your child(ren) on October
26 outlining the program and also containing a QR code exclusive to your child(ren) so that you can access our PBIS Rewards site.
This will enable you to see their total of points as well as why they are receiving them. They can save up their points and will be
able to choose rewards when it is time to "shop" in the prize cupboard. Please call if you need any assistance or have questions
about the program.
This link is a quick tutorial about our new PBIS rewards program. https://youtu.be/j_1_yFUvXUA.

Walk to School
Our 5th Annual Walk to School Day was Wednesday, October 2nd, and sadly due to inclement weather, we
were unable to walk to school. However, the Genesee County Sheriff's K-9 unit (Frankie & Deputy Erion)
and Genesee County Youth Officer Deputy Carlson came to the cafeteria to talk with students. The kids
enjoyed apples, donated by Harrington's and plain cheese curds, donated by Yancey Fancy's and were able to
see some of Frankie’s skills.

SAVE THE DATE: Spring Walk to School Day will be Wednesday, May 20, 2020

Lucia Lobello named Elba CSD 2019-2020 Genesee Youth Lead Ambassador
The Jr. Sr. High School is proud to announce that Lucia LoBello was chosen to represent Elba Central School as the 2019-2020
Genesee Youth Lead Ambassador. Lucia applied to the program and was chosen by representatives of the Genesee County Youth
Bureau. She will attend monthly meetings as a part of this leadership development and will bring her great ideas back to our
school. The ambassadors will also learn about the following topics and how youth can affect change in these areas; criminal
justice, agri-business; health and human services, local business and government, job readiness, emergency management and civic
responsibilities, on top of leadership development and team building. The following is a Q&A with Lucia:
1.
2.

3.

What do you hope to learn from being a part of this program? I hope to learn new leadership skills and opportunities
that can impact our community in a positive way.
What sort of leadership activities do you currently participate in? Currently I am an officer for both the HS Student
Council and National Honor Society. I am also a member of two Varsity sports. Through these positions
I hope to inspire and help the younger students at Elba to grow. I also take any opportunities I can to
volunteer in the community because community service is a very important part of leadership.
If you could have dinner with any leader from any time period, who would it be and why? If I
could have dinner with any leader I would choose either Emma Watson, one of my modern day heroes or
Abigail Adams. Emma Watson is not only an extremely successful actress, she is also a Brown
University alumni and currently an active leader in the Women’s Rights Movement as a UN Women
Goodwill Ambassador. Abigail Adams was one of the most influential women in our nation’s history.
Without Abigail Adams’s influence, our country may have not been as successful as it is. Mrs. Adams
was also a firm believer in women's rights and had very modern ideas for her time. Both Watson and
Adams are a huge influence on my life and inspire me to be a better leader, especially for the other girls
in the school.

Elba Central School
ELBA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
10 week Marking Period – November 2019
Principal’s List with Honors 3.5 - 4.0
Principal’s List 3.0 – 3.4
4th Grade
PRINCIPAL’S LIST
Laina Casper
Harley Gildner
Aiden Hyman
Madison Lowe
Ryan Marsceill
Jackson Miller
Brynn Stackhouse
Clara Torrey

6th Grade
PRINCIPAL’S LIST WITH HONORS
Hannah Baldwin
Addison Keberle
Caroline Luft
Lyllian Miller
Lydia Ross
Bing Zuber
PRINCIPAL’S LIST
Mark Bondaruk
Noah Calarco-Smith
Constance Campagna
Mark Caparco
Evelyn Chadbourne
Alahna Chatt
Jada Fite
Caleb Mack
Fletcher Norton
Jeffrey Perez Fuentes
Jennifer Portugal
Dylan Ramback
Gunnar Scarborough
Jade Winn

5th Grade
PRINCIPAL’S LIST WITH HONOR
Brayden Jachimowicz
Lily Kasprzyk
Lucia Longoria
PRINCIPAL’S LIST
Kaelin Ball
Joseph Barnes
Avalynn Buczek
Jessie Franco
Erik Garcia
Madilyn Marks
Madison Marks
Laney Mickey
Jaquelin Portugal
Sydney Ribbeck
Roselin Sanchez
Brianna Totten
Mason Vigiano

I Fought for You!
On November 8, 2019, Elba hosted their annual salute to veterans. Mrs. Pietrzykowski and
Elementary School Student Council coordinated this impressive event to honor those that served
in one of the four branches of our military.
Students escorted their veteran to their reserved seat. The PreKindergarten and Kindergarten classes sang to the entire school and
veterans to thank them for their service. Mrs. Gretchen Rosales, High
School Principal was the keynote speaker who honored those that
served and fought to keep our freedoms that we enjoy each day. Her father, a veteran
was also a guest of honor.
The Veteran's Day ceremony
already being planned for next year.

is
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ELBA JR/SR HIGH CENTRAL SCHOOL
FIRST MARKING PERIOD HONOR ROLL
2019-2020 School Year
GRADE 7
High Honor
Owen Bentley
Jillian Brewer
Sadee Dillon
Tyler Havens
Hudson Luft
Alexa Ocampo
Sydney Reilly
Jason Rowe

GRADE 8
Honor Roll (Cont’d)
Addison Warriner
Teresa Webster

Honor Roll
Cooper Augello
Bailey Brunner
Mary Engelhardt
Amy Garcia Vasquez
Lyla Marsceill
Mariah Ognibene
Isaac Volpe

GRADE 9
High Honor
Amelia Brewer
Isabella Mateos
Aidan McClurg
Taimi Pike
Emily Rowe

Merit Roll
Jesus Aragon
Hannah Chaplin
Breanna Crimes
Jayden Garcia-Vasquez
Madalyn Hall
William Henning
Alexander Reynolds
Abigail Russell
GRADE 8
High Honor
Kennedy Augello
Ava Chatt
Annabella Laney
Alexandra Manley
Adison Norton
Angelo Penna
Brianna Soria
Madison Thompson
Rachel Walls
Holly Wilcox
Honor Roll
Nicholas Brown
Lillyan Cook
Halie Deville
Mark Felschow
Jose Gonzalez
Dante Grubb
Alexander Marks
Emma Pangrazio

Merit Roll
Kaden Ball
Blacna Gonzalez
Abrahaam Izucar
Michael Warriner
Margaret Winspear

Honor Roll
Kyra Brunner
Ciarra Doty
Rick Engelhardt
Ian Keberle
Gabriella Szalay
Merit Roll
Emmanuel Aragon
Jake Engle
Cameron Havens
Ariana Laney
Halle Mickey
Joseph Perez Fuentes
GRADE 10
High Honor
Alexandra Belluscio
Selena Giselle Franco
Gabriel Manes
Laci Sewar
Cody Soules-Robinson
Carolyn Sybertz
Sarah Volpe
Honor Roll
Veronica Aponte
Adrianna Long
Georgia Luft
Zachary Marsceill
Caden Muehlig
Arron Wyder

GRADE 10
Merit Roll
Lindsay Augello
Jacob Beale
Dakota Brinkman
Virginia Gomez
Charles (CJ) Gottler
Christopher Olguin
Jacob Schnitzer
Lucas Walls
Frank Warriner
GRADE 11
High Honor
Taylor Augello
Leah Bezon
Madison Harrington
Zachary Howard
Austin Hunt
Lucia LoBello
Madison Muehlig
Kiah Rosendale
Lizzie Tristan
Fanny Venegas
Brynn Walczak
Honor
Jessica Andrade
Carter Augello
Kelsea Augello
Brandon Boyce
Madison Cline-Deville
Andrew Hare
Adam Kowalski
Caleb Scouten
Donovan Sherman
Lilliana Thompson
Kallie Totten
Miah Werth
Merit
Jaykob Belluscio
Elizabeth Garcia
Daniel Gerould
Kyle Norton
Jayden Hughes
Ana Dalay Mateos
Sierra Warfle

GRADE 12
High Honor
Colton Dillon
Morgan Harrington
Isabella Riner
Honor
Trinity Aponte
Zachary Boldt
Lauryn Engle
Paige Heale
Camryn Knapp
Jacob Long
Kelly Mickey
Tyler Stevens
Merit
Gina Giuliani
Greyson Huntington
Collin O’Halloran
Esmeralda Ocampo
Nestor Ocanas Casiano
Olga Zuniga Reza

Elba Central School

Hey Ref!
September 5, 2019
By AD Insider

I've read in several places that there are four roles within any game being played: athletes, coaches, fans (including parents), and officials. With the
continued expansion of organized youth sports into younger and younger ages, the numbers of athletes (and parents/fans) continues to rise as
does the number of coaches, often volunteer, working with those teams. However, we have a huge problem on our hands with the four roles in
youth sports: an extreme shortage of officials.
It really doesn't take much effort to find out why we're losing officials. Take a few minutes on YouTube to search for crazy sports parents, and you
can find a ton of examples of parents yelling at officials. For a more personal experience, stop by almost any court/field/rink/diamond in your area,
and you're likely to see at least one coach yelling at officials for the duration of a game. I've seen a clip of a hockey dad yelling at an official and
banging on the glass so hard that he broke the glass; I've seen clips of coaches chasing officials off fields after games; I've seen a wrestling mom
run onto the mat in mid-bout to yell at an official; and on and on and on. It's an epidemic that's been worsening for over a decade with no signs of
vast improvement.
Let's get a couple specifics out of the way first:
1. It's difficult to officiate. Officiating requires quick thinking, quick decision making, and the ability to move at the speed of the athletes being
officiated…or at least as close as possible.
2. The higher the level, the higher the wage for officiating.
3. The higher the level, the easier it can be to officiate the game: better player skill, more efficient movement, "cleaner" games, etc.
4. However, the higher the level, the more difficult it can be to officiate the game: higher stakes, more pressure, quicker players, etc.
Officials usually start at the lower levels and work their way up to the higher levels – typically meaning that younger, less experienced officials are
working at the lower levels.
There are several realities within the athletic world that we're facing because of our declining officials' pool.
 Game pay for officials continues to climb. While the additional $2/game isn't a large increase for the officials, that small amount multiplied by
all our home games in a year makes a difference in the yearly budget.
 Many schools have had to reschedule games based on availability of officials. We've started playing some of our middle school games on
Wednesday afternoons, traditionally an "off-limits" day, to avoid the high school nights of Tuesday/Thursday because we can't find middle
school officials.
I've had afternoons where I've sprinted out of the office at the end of the work day to ump some games for other schools in order to free up enough
umpires for my schools' games. Similarly, we've had officials work games for one school in town during the late afternoon then hustle over to the
other side of town to work some night games.
We're all aware of what's causing the shortage:
 Even though officials get paid well, it's not enough money to justify listening to coaches and fans yell at their effort for a couple hours.
 Because of that, officials who have worked for a while decide they're done putting up with the criticism, so they stop working. Younger
officials often take so much abuse at the lower levels that they find another way to make a couple bucks where people won't yell at them for
an hour. Put that together, and we're losing both tenured and beginning officials at an alarming rate.
 Often, the criticism yelled during games is meant to demean an official – as if the official is on a lower pedestal than the coach or the fan. In
all reality, the officials are as necessary - if not more so - as coaches for a well-run game.
Coaches who think they need to "work the officials" make it difficult for officials to do their jobs.
It's a tough fix, but I do have a handful of suggestions.
For Athletic Directors:
Hold your coaches accountable for their sideline behavior toward officials. This will mean different things for different schools but find an effective
mechanism for holding coaches to a standard of acceptable interactions with officials.
Make sure your officials know that their efforts are appreciated. This can often be accomplished by providing lots of little things for them: greet them
in the lobby and escort them to their dressing room, provide water during contests, provide an escort to and from the playing surface so they feel
safe from negative fan interaction, and say "Thank you" before they leave for the night.
For Youth Clubs:
Often, clubs require parents to serve volunteer hours doing things such as working concessions, running the score clock, coaching, and managing
events for the club. At the younger youth levels where officials do not need to be sanctioned, include officiating in those tasks for parent volunteer
hours. I often see older kids in the club officiating the younger level games, but just one unruly fan during one game could sour the officiating
experience for a teenager. Instead of placing older kids in a position to have a bad first-time officiating, require the parents to fill those roles.
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For Coaches:
Stop working the officials. I know you think you're advocating for your players or coaching for a call, but you very rarely even change an official's
mind in your favor. In fact, continued complaints often work against you and your team. Coach your players to adjust to the game, something they'll
have to do in the adult world later in life.
In a time when officials are needed, the power to select games is almost entirely in the hands of those officials. If your sideline behavior as a coach
becomes too undesirable, officials can, and will, avoid working your games. There are so many contests available to the dwindling pool of officials
that it's becoming easier and easier to avoid abusive coaches.
Relate your work as a coach to the work the officials are doing. Officials don't like your yelling at them about how to do their jobs any more than you
like fans yelling at you about how to do yours. Just like you find it easier to coach your team when surrounded by supportive fans, officials find it
easier to work the game when surrounded by supportive coaches and players.
More importantly, you should thank the officials after every game. If we ever get to the point where we no longer have officials, the only way to play
games will be for coaches to officiate. Since officials often try to leave the playing surface quickly after a contest, try to find a time just before the end
of the contest to offer a thank you.
For Parents/Fans:
You only need to say one thing to officials if you happen to see them after a game. If you believe they have been working hard, say "I appreciate
your effort and dedication for our kids' sports." If you don't think they worked very hard throughout the game, just say, "Thank you for using your time
to work with our kids' sports today." That's it; nothing else.
Try to refrain from yelling comments that indirectly criticize officiating. Not only is it demeaning to officials, you're also sending the wrong message to
your kids. Part of youth sports is teaching kids how to deal with adversity and uncontrollable circumstances. When you criticize the officials, you're
sending the athletes the message that their performance results are in someone else's hands. We want the athletes to take responsibility for their
own performances, good or bad, and to learn how to adjust for obstacles and deal with adversity.
More importantly, you should be thanking the officials for allowing you to just be a fan. Remember that everybody at the contest can only fill one of
those four roles: athlete, coach, fan, or official. You don't have to officiate because other people are doing it for you. Officials are out there working
because they enjoy the game, enjoy the athletes, and/or enjoy the exercise. Most umpires don't enter a game with a plan to be biased against any
one team. Most umpires are genuinely trying to do the best job possible for the athletes at play. Officials are serving their part of the game so the
students can perform their part. Just leave the stripes alone!

OAE/BBE Teams and Athletes Earning Special Recognition
The Elba Athletic Department would like to recognize and thank all of our student athletes who participated in the 2019 fall sports
season. Your teachers and coaches understand the time commitment and sacrifices you make to be successful in the classroom
and on the athletic field. As athletic director, I very much appreciate your dedication to the school, your team, and the coaches.
Parents and families of all student athletes, thank you so much for your efforts and support as it does not go unnoticed.
It was yet another successful fall season with our combined athletic teams. First, Congratulations to our OAE Eight Man Football
Team for winning their second Divisional Title in a row. The Oakfield Alabama Elba Girls Cross Country Team had a very
successful year winning the LCAA & Genesee Region Divisional II Title. Our OAE Volleyball team had a great season claiming
the Genesee Region Division II Title in Volleyball. Finally, Congratulations to our BBE Boys Soccer team as they earned the GR
Boys Divisional Soccer Title.
Congratulations to our 2019 G & G Fitness Football All-Stars; Senior, Colton Dillon (QB) Junior, Ty Mott (RB), Senior, and
Junior, Peyton Yasses (OL), Senior, Dylan Rykert (DL), Senior, Alex Hoy (DL) and Senior, Joey Burdick (DB). Special
recognition to Colton Dillon for being selected as Section V Eight Man Offensive Player of the Year. Kudos to Fanny Venegas on
being selected as a LCAA - GR League All-Star in Cross Country. Congratulations to Leah Bezon and Brianna Smith for being
recognized as Genesee Region All-Star Team in Volleyball. A big shout out to our very own Greyson Huntington for being
selected as a Genesee Region All-Star in Boys Soccer. Finally, Congratulations to Kelly Mickey, Brynn Walczak and Isabella
Riner for being named Genesee Region All-Stars in Girls Soccer this fall.
Great work to all of our fall athletes; we are proud of all the team and individual accomplishments.
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View account balances and meal purchases



Pay for meals the easy way!
Visit MySchoolBucks.com to create
your FREE account today.



View purchases, track balances,
and pay for meals online through
MySchoolBucks.com! Create your
FREE account today.

Schedule automatic payments
Create low balance alerts
Make payments with the Mobile App

ECS Transportation Department

Andy Reeb, Transportation Coordinator

We here at Elba CSD are very happy to have our two new school buses (Bus #1
and #2) in service and on the road.
Some new safety features on these vehicles
include collision mitigation and stability control.
This technology will help make the safest way to
get to school, even safer.
The weather is about to change, so please
remember to have your child/children ready and
outside waiting for the bus a little early so that we
will be able to stay on schedule, and get everyone to school on time.

Bus Stop Safety Tips:
Do your part to make sure everyone gets on and off the bus safely:

1) ALWAYS STAY OUT OF THE SCHOOL BUS DANGER ZONES.

Mr. Bob and Miss Kellie are very
excited for their new buses.

Line up when you see the bus coming. Wait your turn to board the bus. Stand back at least 15 feet to
give the bus room to pull over. The tires are the most dangerous part of the bus. Never play near the bus.

2)

USE THE “TEN FOOT RULE” IF YOU HAVE TO CROSS THE STREET
WHEN GETTING ON AND OFF THE BUS.

Always cross far enough in front of the bus so that you can see the driver’s face. Do not
cross until the bus driver signals you it is safe. Always look carefully both ways yourself
when you have reached the middle of the street. Never return for something you have
dropped in the street.

3) ALWAYS STAY IN YOUR SEAT ON THE BUS, UNLESS YOU ARE GETTING OFF THE
BUS AND THE BUS IS FULLY STOPPED.
Most injuries on a bus are the result of children not being properly seated. Do not sit on
your books or your knees. Do not sit with your legs out into the aisle. If the bus has to stop
fast, you could be seriously hurt.
BUS SAFETY IS A TEAM EFFORT OF BUS DRIVER, STUDENT, THE MOTORING PUBLIC,
AND PARENTS. IF YOU HAVE BUS SAFETY CONCERNS, CALL THE TRANSPORTATION
OFFICE AT 757-9967 x1750.

Please Drive Carefully!!
Pesticide Notification:
As part of our pesticide notification policy, please be advised that the District treated the following areas:
September 8, 2019—Concession Stand
September 9 and 12, 2019—North Annex by Room 176 and playground area. No pesticides were used in the stones in the playground area;
however a large nest was removed.
If you would like any further information, please contact Edwin Alvord, Facilities Director at 585-757-9967 x4270 or by email at
ealvord@elbacsd.org
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Health Office News
The Flu Corner
Influenza or the flu is a contagious viral respiratory infection. It can
spread easily and quickly from person to person. Symptoms can be fever
along with other symptoms involving the nose, throat, and lungs.

What are flu symptoms?

Slow onset of illness
Low or no fever
Mild fatigue
Severe cough and runny or stuffy nose
No headache
No achy muscles

How It Spreads

Health Changes:

The school nurse should be notified regarding any change in medical
condition such as allergies to medications, insects, or any other existing
condition.
This information is kept confidential and is available only to staff and
special area teachers on an as needed basis.

A simple cough or sneeze can spread the flu from person to person. It can
also spread when a person touches something with the flu virus on it, like a
door handle or a toy, and then touches his or her mouth or nose.

People can be infected with the flu and not realize it for a few days. In fact, a
healthy adult can infect other people 1 day before flu symptoms occur and up
to 5 days after becoming sick, this could be longer in children or people with
weaker immune systems. That means you can be contagious even before you
realize you have the flu, in addition to while you are sick.

Prevention

From Henry the Hand washer Website

1. Wash your hands before eating and when they
are dirty!
2. Do not cough in your hands!
3. Do not sneeze in your hands!
4. Above all, do not put your finger
in your eyes, nose or mouth!

Sudden onset of illness
High fever
Extreme fatigue
Dry cough
Achy head
Achy muscles
Chills

What are cold symptoms?

4 Easy Tips to remind your child about
keeping Hands Healthy:

1. The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year.
2. Practicing good healthy habits, plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, & eat nutritious foods can also
help stop the spread of germs.
3. Washing your hands is the first line of defense
4. Another measure is eating healthy with a variety of fruits & and vegetables.

ATTENTION PARENTS:
The lost and found bin is located outside the
health office. There is an accumulation of lost
and found clothing articles that has already
started for the school year. If your child has not
come home with something they wore to school
please have them check the table.
You are welcome as a parent to also come and
check. Anything that is left at the end of the
school year is donated to a local charity.

Please remember the following for keeping your child home from school:

Reminder:
* Call the health office if your
child has an appt, is ill or
tardy.

-fever of 100 degrees or greater, in the past 24 hours without medications
-frequent, hard cough or chest congestion
-sleepy from an illness
* Send a note with student
-ear pain and/or drainage from the ear
when he/she returns after an
-large amount of discolored nasal drainage, especially with facial pain, headache, or fever
absence.
-vomiting/diarrhea, in the past 24 hours
-scabies
-active head lice
-fungal infection
-strep infection/impetigo (honey crusted sores around nose/mouth, rash) not treated with antibiotics less than 24 hours
-pink eye
NOTE: Your child will be sent home fr om school if any of these symptoms occur dur ing the school day. This incr eases your
child's optimum health and comfort and also protects other children from becoming infected.

Elba Central School

Elba Central School
English Class for Adults
Off to a Great Start

The lights have been on in the Elba Central School library on Tuesday evenings for fourteen ambitious adults. The first
English class for adults began in September and will continue until November 19. Students practice reading, writing, listening and
speaking in English. All abilities are welcome and the classes are free for everyone.
Mrs. Fischer says, “Most students are parents who want to learn English in order to better communicate with teachers and
others in the community. Some would like to pursue their GED and go on to college!”
If you are interested in attending English classes, contact Mrs. Fischer at 585.993.1785. Classes will resume in January
2020 on Tuesday evenings from 7:00-8:00. Everyone is welcome!

Clase de inglés para adultos
A un gran comienzo
Las luces han estado encendidas en la biblioteca de la Escuela Central de Elba los martes por la noche para catorce adultos ambiciosos. La primera clase de inglés para adultos comenzó en sep embre y con nuará hasta el 19 de noviembre. Los estudiantes prac can lectura, escritura, comprensión audi va y expresión oral en inglés. Todas las habilidades son bienvenidas y las
clases son gratuitas para todos.
La Sra. Fischer dice: “La mayoría de los estudiantes son padres que quieren aprender inglés para comunicarse mejor con
los maestros y otros miembros de la comunidad. ¡A algunos les gustaría seguir su GED e ir a la universidad! ”
Si está interesado en asis r a clases de inglés, comuníquese con la Sra. Fischer al 585.993.1785. Las clases se reanudarán
en enero de 2020 los martes por la noche de 7:00 a 8:00. ¡Todos son bienvenidos!

2020 Elba Youth
Baseball / Softball
For Youth Ages 4 - 12

Registration Night:

Thursday, February 27th
@ 6:30- 7:30
@ Elba School Cafeteria
If you are unable to sign up
in person or have any
questions, please contact
Mike and Lauren Zuber
mlz819@yahoo.com
585.750.9613

A private room is being
created by Helping Hands
Committee Members for
students Pre-K to 12. This
room will allow all
students a place to go if
they are in need of
clothing, hygiene products
or items of basic needs.
There will be a box outside Room 121 as the committee
is looking for the following:
-Toothbrushes
-Toothpaste
- Male & female products (deodorant, body spray, feminine hygiene, etc)
- body wash
- shampoo & conditioner
- brush/comb
- Lotion
- Wash cloths
- Hand Soap
- Laundry Soap
- Unisex socks
- Underwear (male & female-all sizes)
The holidays are fast approaching and the ECS
Community Outreach program has started planning for
Thanksgiving and Christmas. For the 2018 season, the
Community Outreach Program served 22 families for
Thanksgiving and 30 families with 72 kids for
Christmas. If you would like to help with this community
program please email tbyrnes@elbacsd.org or
jmanley@elbacsd.org .
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ECS Hall of Fame Foundation News
The Elba Hall of Fame Committee is very excited to announce the 2020 inductees to our Hall of Fame!

Please join us in congratulating:
Don Willmott, Staff member
Paul Joslin, Class of 1945 and staff member
Paul Birch, Class of 1992
We look forward to sharing more of their accomplishments with you in the next newsletter.
The Alumni Hall of Fame committee welcomes you to join us in celebrating these three incredible Lancers during the
half time of the Varsity girls home basketball game on February 14th, 2020.
SAVE THE DATE!!! You are invited to join us for a night of celebrating our inductees during our induction dinner on
February 15, 2020 at Terry Hills Golf Course. Tickets are now on sale at the ECS district office for $30 each. You can
also get tickets by contacting Laura Luft at 585-704-0510 or from any Hall of Fame Foundation member.
Still know a Lancer that should be nominated? Didn't get your nomination in on time? NO worries! We take
applications year round through the school's website. We encourage you to continue to nominate those individuals you
feel have represented ECS well!

The Elba Fire Department
The Elba Fire Department would like to
remind everyone to change their smoke
detector batteries just like you set your clocks back!
Smoke detectors saves lives, but only if they are
working!

Friday, March 20th 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Small Gymnasium at Elba Central School

Contact Mrs. Jennifer Manley for more information
585-757-9967 ext. 1240

It's also a good time to go over an escape plan should you
ever have a fire.

Elba Sports Boosters

Saturday, December 14, 2019
9:00am – 11am
ECS North Parking Lot
The Elba Sports Boosters is holding their Bottle and Can Drive to raise money for all ECS sports teams.
The money raised will be used towards additional equipment and supplies that teams need.
The Elba Sports Boosters very much appreciates the community’s support of our Elba student/athletes!!
Please call Jeremy at 585-409-9672 to arrange for a pickup or place your bags outside and we will have
students stop by to pick up between 9-11am.

**New Date for our Elba Sports Boosters MEAT RAFFLE**
*Saturday, February 8, 2020*
More details will be coming soon!

Elba Central School
From the Town of Elba
TOWN OF ELBA WATER DISTRICT 2 PROJECT
 Phases 1, 2 and 3 are complete and residents can hook up at any me. Restora on will con nue in the Spring. Please
contact Trisha (585-757-6827, ext. 1) if you need another copy of the applica on that was originally mailed to all homeowners in these phases.
* Phase 4 (water storage tank) was awarded on March 8th. The tank is on order and site work has started.
* Phase 5 was recently awarded and construc on will begin this winter.
* Phase 6 will go out to bid in 2020.
ZONING BOARD - The Town of Elba Zoning Board is in need of a new member. Please contact Trisha at 757-2762, ext. 1 if you are
interested.
DOG LICENSES - Please stop by the Town Clerk's oﬃce to license your dog(s). New York State Law REQUIRES that all dogs must be
licensed in the Town, City or Village where the dog is harbored at the age of 4 months. For new dog licenses, a current rabies
cer ﬁcate and a spay/neuter cer ﬁcate (if applicable) is required. For a renewal, a rabies cer ﬁcate (if required) must be
presented. Fees for unaltered dogs are $15.00 and for spayed/neutered dogs is $5.00. A license is a lost dog's cket home!
TOWN HIGHWAY – Winter is quickly approaching, please drive carefully! As a reminder, mailboxes must be ﬁve foot oﬀ the edge
of the road and 44 inches tall. This allows the wing of the plow truck to ﬁt under them without going in the other lane. The Town
is NOT responsible for mailboxes in the road right away.
FLAGS - Re red American ﬂags are collected at any me! Feel free to drop them oﬀ to Trisha in the Town Clerk's oﬃce. We will
pass them onto the Boy Scouts.

From the Village of Elba:
Water Bills:
We apologize for errors with some of the October water bills. A second bill was sent out to the affected customers. Please pay the
amount on the second bill. Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.
Major Projects:
Over the next several years we will concentrate our efforts on the Village Sewer Plant and addressing the overall conditions of our
sewer lines. In the long term, we will look at redoing the Village streets.
Main Street:
A Book Share Station (Little Free Library), has been installed by the Village office along with a Dog waste station. We have also
ordered decorative holiday flags to put up this Holiday season.
Village Park:
We have added 2 new pieces of playground equipment, fixed the gazebo steps, planted two new trees and installed a Dog Waste
station.
Yard Waste Pick Up:
All yard debris such as grass clippings, sticks, etc. must be in containers no larger than 35 gallons and weigh no more than 40 pounds.
No plastic bags, 55 gallon drums or wheel barrows will be picked up.
Tree limbs and branches will be picked up but must be bundled with string in lengths no longer than 3 feet. Anything larger will not be
picked up.
Fall Leaf Clean – Up Rules:
Please place leaf piles between your sidewalk and curb.
No sticks or branches in leaf piles.
Pick up will take place once or twice a week, weather permitting.
Final leaf and yard waste pick-up will take place the week of November 25th weather permitting.
Norman Itjen - Mayor

THE ELBA BETTERMENT COMMITTEE PRESENTS…

Giving Back to the
Community Tour 2020
The Elba Betterment Committee is a small but dedicated group who have been blessed
with much support over the last 7 years. Now we would like to give back to our very generous
community. If you are a non-profit, church or school related group or just a citizen who is trying
to raise funds for a worthy cause, we would like to help. Contact us and we will try to provide
moral, physical and/or financial support.
We’ll still be here doing what we do - decorating around town, presenting events for the
whole family and promoting pride in our little community. And in 2020 we hope to do even more,
in cooperation with other community groups. Look for some exciting new events in the near
future!

WE ARE ALSO IN SEARCH OF IDEAS FROM THE COMMUNITY TO
HELP PROMOTE ELBA PRIDE
Be a
Wanna r??
e
Memb ALL…
A
S C
GIVE U AITING TO
W
WE’RE OM YOU!!
FR
HEAR

Members:
Joanne Soules: 409-3183
Erika Hare: 813-8447
Melanie Norton: 993-6098
Trisha Heale: 409-7718
Kelly Dudley: 749-1677
Pauli Miano: 356-1561
We have Onion Capital of
the World T-shirts!
Onion Capital window
decals coming soon…
Make great Christmas
presents!!

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS !!
Torrey Farms, Inc.
Paul Marshall Trucking
Bohn Calarco Smith Funeral Homes
Ken Barrett Chevrolet
Zoom Auto Credit
Boyce Electric
CY Farms
Steve Hawley and Associates
First Presbyterian Church of Elba
First Baptist Church of Elba
Elba Sports Boosters
Oak Orchard Dairy LLC (Norton Farms)

COMING
IN 2020….
SENIOR SCHOLARSHIP!!
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Important Dates:

Board of Educa on Members
Michael Augello, President
Michael Riner, Vice President
Michael T. Hare
Dean Norton
Travis Torrey
Trisha Werth
Michael Zuber
Administra on
Ned Dale, Superintendent
Gretchen Rosales, JSHS Principal
Carol Bush, Elementary Principal

Web Addresses
www.elbacsd.org

December 9th—Board of Education Meeting—Library @ 7:00 p.m.
December 12th—Holiday Concert—Auditorium @ 7:00 p.m.
December 12th & 13th—Secret Santa Shop—Library
December 14th—Sports Boosters Bottle Can Drive 9-11 am—North Parking Lot
December 14th—Class of 2020 Holiday Craft Show
December 23rd—January 3rd—Winter Recess—No School
January 13th—Board of Education Meeting—Library @ 7:00 p.m.
January 20th—Martin Luther King Jr.—No School
January 21st—24th—Regents Exams
January 24th—Superintendent’s Conference Day—No School
February 7th—Daddy/Daughter Dance—Cafeteria @ 6:00 p.m.
February 8th—Sports Boosters Meat Raffle
February 9th—Registration for Spring Sports on Family ID
February 10th—Board of Education Meeting—Library @ 7:00 p.m.
February 15th—Hall of Fame Induction Dinner @ Terry Hills
February 17th—21st—Presidents’ Day Recess—No School
March 8th—Daylight Savings time begins
March 9th—Board of Education Meeting—Library @ 7:00 p.m.
March 4th—6th—9th Grade Washington DC trip
March 20th—Red Cross Blood Drive—Small Gym 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
March 24th—National Honor Society Induction Ceremony
March 27th & 28th—ECS Drama Club Production of The Lion King Jr.

